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Karen L. Parker, Ed.D. 
Dean, School of Education 
Vocabulary with Character: 
Lessons from Newbery Books 
VOCABULARY  
is critical  
in ALL subjects 
Comprehensive 
Vocabulary Framework 
1. Multiple and varied word 
encounters 
 
2. Real, concrete experiences 
 
3. Pictures and other visuals 
 
4. Speaking and writing 
 
5. Essential words taught 
directly 
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6. Teacher read-aloud & 
independent reading time 
 
7. Independent vocabulary 
strategies 
 
8. WORD WONDER! 
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Comprehensive 
Vocabulary Framework 
Vocabulary Levels: 
 Choosing words to teach 
Tier  
one 
Generally known by students 
Tier 
 two 
Many students do not know, but 
will need to know  
Tier  
three 
Uncommon, obscure, technical 
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Newbery books: 
Criteria for character 
development 
• Well-written books with moral 
dilemmas 
 
• Enough depth beyond literal level 
 
• Admirable but believable characters 
 - about the same age 
 
• Wide range of cultures 
 - boy and girl lead characters 
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Newbery Medal 
2012 
Three Read-Aloud Words 
8 
torturous 
exasperated 
casually 
Dead End in Norvelt 
9 
Three Read-Aloud Words 
10 
 LISTEN 
     READ 
Oral 
Written 
“Turn and talk” 
SPEAK 
WRITE 
Three Read-Aloud Words 
11 
torturous 
exasperated 
casually 
Dead End in Norvelt 
Magic Morphemes:  
Compounds 
12 
Magic Morphemes:  
Prefixes 
13 
Magic Morphemes:  
Suffixes 
14 
Magic Morphemes:  
Roots 
15 
Buck Tradition! 
Interactive Introduction 
• New word/OLD concept 
or 
• New word/NEW concept 
 
• Hands-on, virtual,  
picture walks 
• Context,  
kid-friendly definitions 
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Newbery Honor 
2012 
Sticky Note Day 
18 
COMMUNAL 
It’s dinnertime so the kitchen is 
crowded.  Forty-eight hardworking, 
honest Soviet citizens share the 
kitchen and single small toilet in our 
communal apartment.  We live here 
as one large, happy family: We are 
all equal; we have no secrets. 
Breaking Stalin’s Nose 
Interactive Activities 
Rivet 
 
1. c o m m u n a l 
2. _ _ _ _ _ _  
3. _ _ _ _ _ 
4. _ _ _ _ _ _ 
5. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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Interactive Activities 
• Fill in my blank 
• Guess what I am? 
• 20 Questions 
• Pictionary 
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Interactive Activities 
21 
Newbery Honor 
2012 
Character Theme 
Bullying 
• Entire school population 
(not just problem students) 
 
• Beyond bullying 
(overall school climate) 
 
• Permanent, ongoing program 
(not temporary response to 
incidents) 
Culture of kindness 
Role of teacher 
Leaders 
Bystanders 
Character Theme 
Bullying 
• Role play 
 
• Brainstorm strategies 
 
• Emphasize power of group 
 
• Befriend bully victims 
Newbery books 
Vocabulary 
Character 
